
Mathew is more than pleased to announce New Paintings / Neue Bilder, a presentation of an entirely new series of 

paintings by Richard Phillips (b. 1962 in Marblehead, MA) and the artist's second solo exhibition with the gallery, 

which also marks Mathew Gallery's first participation in this years edition of GALLERY WEEKEND, Berlin. 

Following "Conversations", an exhibition by Richard Phillips at Mathew NYC in 2015 in which the abstractions of 

Christopher Wool and Albert Oehlen were overlaid on commercially derived imagery, Phillips' new paintings take the 

conversation back to Germany and one of its most sacred painters: Gerhard Richter. 

Using the pastiche of process-based abstraction and its antonym, hyper realism, Phillips' new works attempt to revive 

the impact of both and return these canonized styles to a place where the mechanisms of their immanent value sys-

tems can be examined under the laboratory conditions of the gallery.

For further information or inquiries please contact the gallery at info@mathew-gal.de 

Extended opening hours during GALLERY WEEKEND 30 April - 1 May, 11am-7pm

Mathew 
Schaperstrasse 12
10719 Berlin, Germany 
0049 / 30 / 21021921
www.mathew-gal.de
info@mathew-gal.de 
Hours: Thu - Sat / 13 - 18 & by Appointment

Richard Phillips
New Paintings / Neue Bilder 
29.04. - 11.06.2016
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Richard Phillips
Fictive Models I, 2016
Oil and wax emulsion on linen
108 x 75 inches (274.32 x 190.50 cm)
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Richard Phillips
Fictive Models II, 2016
Oil and wax emulsion on linen
102 x 76.5 inches (259.08 x 194.31 cm)
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Richard Phillips
Fiktive Models III, 2016
Oil and wax emulsion on linen
102 x 75 inches (259.08 x 190.50 cm)
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Richard Phillips
Fiktive Models IV, 2016
Oil and wax emulsion on linen
108 x 72 inches (274.32 x 182.88 cm)
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Richard Phillips
New Paintings / Neue Bilder, 2016
Installationview at Mathew Gallery, Berlin
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Richard Phillips
New Paintings / Neue Bilder, 2016
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Richard Phillips
New Paintings / Neue Bilder, 2016
Instalationview at Mathew Gallery, Berlin
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Richard Phillips
Super Weekend by Kito Nedo
Art, April 2016
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Richard Phillips
5 Shows on our Radar, Spike Online 2016



Richard Phillips 
Conversations

20.11. - 27.12.2015
Opening reception: 19.11.2015 6-9 PM

Mathew NYC is pleased to announce the opening of Conversations, a new exhibition by Richard Phillips.

Departing from the hyperrealist paintings for which he is best known, Phillips opts for a process of reconstitution, 
drawing patterns from works by Albert Oehlen and Christopher Wool into a staging of apparently conflicting visual 
registers.  
 
In Conversation I and II (both 2015), Phillips overlays photographs produced in collaboration with Playboy magazine, 
with patterns lifted from Albert Oehlen's Computer Paintings series (1990-2008). The patterns, that originally appeared 
in black and white, are infused here with a vibrant color palette, enabling the pixel strokes from Oehlen's work to ob-
scure the de-saturated images of model Leanna Decker - seated in Phillips' 2014 artist edition Playboy Charger. 
 
In Canyons and Canyons II (both 2015), Christopher Wool's Untitled (1988) pattern painting is inverted, its negative 
laid overtop a print of a serape blanket, the recognizable Mexican garment often produced and sold as a tourist good 
in Marfa, TX. The Playboy magazine logo, placed in the bottom left corner, provides a third layer to the paintings' 
surface.  
 
The patterns from Oehlen and Wool are thickly layered over the base images, emphasizing the distance between the 
elements. These patterns - both highly conscious formal experiments from the canon of contemporary painting - are 
rendered scrims through which the souvenir kitsch of the serape blanket and the glossy commercialism of the erotic 
photography are visible. 
 
As juxtapositions free of value judgment, the works reconstitute the results of varying trajectories in the production of 
the visual, displaying - through their elements' non-translatability - a strategic engagement with the connoisseurship 
of contemporary painting. 
 

Phillips has exhibited widely in the United States and Europe. He is represented in public and private collections such 
as the Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo, New York; the Denver Museum, Colorado; the Modern Art Museum of Fort 
Worth, Texas; the Museum of Modern Art, New York; the Museum of Contemporary Art, Miami; UBS Paine Webber Art 
Collection, New York; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Tate Modern, London; Van Abbemuseum, Eindhoven, The 
Netherlands; and the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York.

For further information or inquiries, please contact the gallery at dl@mathew-nyc.com

Mathew NYC
47 Canal Street
New York, NY 10002
+1 (929) 229-9156
www.mathew-nyc.com
info@mathew-nyc.com

Hours: Fri - Sun / 12-6 PM & by appointment
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Richard Phillips
Conversation I, 2015
Oil and wax emulsion on linen
102 x 68 inches (259.08 x 172.72 cm)
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Richard Phillips
Conversation II, 2015
Oil and wax emulsion on linen
102 x 68 inches (259.08 x 172.72 cm)
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Richard Phillips
Canyons I, 2015
Oil and wax emulsion on linen
68.5 x 50 inches (173.99 x 127.00 cm)
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Richard Phillips
Canyons II, 2015
Oil and wax emulsion on linen
68.5 x 50 inches (173.99 x 127.00 cm)
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Richard Phillips
"How Should We Approach Approach Rhichard Phillips's
Substantive 'Conversations'?" by Jarrett Earnest,
www.villagevoice.com, December 8, 2015
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Richard Phillips
"Richard Phillips on His First-Ever Show on the Lower East
Side, And Taking on the Fallout From Playboy Marfa" by Nate
Freeman, www.artnews.com, November 23, 2015
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Richard Phillips
"13 Things to Do in New York's Art World Before November 20"
by Paul Laster, www.observer.com, November 16, 2015
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Richard Phillips
"Conversations by Richard Phillips", www.musemagazine.it,
2015


